
Learn and Explore with Toilet Paper Tubes 
By Linda Butler 
 
Toilet paper rolls can be great fun! Here are two crafts that you can make with them. 
 
First, binoculars. These are great for very young children because they’re not glass and can’t be broken.  
First, tape two tubes together, side by side. Use two long pieces of tape to hold them together. 
Decorating the binoculars can personalize them. The decorative page should be as wide as the tubes and 
about 9 ½ inches long. Color a picture of a nature scene, draw or paint a design. Make them fun, make 
them yours!  Lightly glue the back side of the page and attach it to your tube binoculars. Let dry. 
Punch a hole on the outer side of each tube and attach a 22” length of string or yarn.  
 

 
 
Take a walk and use your binoculars to focus on interesting things—a flower, a rock, an insect, a tree. 
Even though these simple binoculars don’t magnify, they are block out distracting sights and help 
children focus on a specific object. 
 
Another fun craft is making TP tube owls. First, bend in the top front and back to form “ears”. Next add a 
face. Googly eyes are fun, but if you don’t have them, make your own eyes by cutting out small circles 
and drawing in black pupils. Glue on a small triangular or a folded diamond orange beak to complete the 
face. Cut out and add wings. 



 
 

 
 
While the glue on your owls dry, share some interesting facts about owls.  
 
There are around 200 different owl species in the world. 
 
The smallest owl in the world is the Elf Owl and is about 6 inches long with a wingspan of 15 inches—
about the size of a sparrow. The largest owl is the Great Gray Owl, which is about 33 inches long with a 
wingspan of about 5 feet. Great Horned Owls have a similar 5-foot wingspan but are only about 25 
inches long. Elf owls live in desert cactus habitats in Southern Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico. The 
Great Gray Owl is found in dense coniferous forests in Canada and the western United States. They are 
occasionally seen in Utah. Great Horned Owls are common and are found throughout the United States. 



Most owls are nocturnal and have a number of adaptions to be successful. Owls have large eyes and 
holes for ears to allow them to hear.  An owl can hear a mouse moving in the grass. Owls’ eyes are set 
on the front of their face, rather than on the side (as with most birds), which gives them binocular vision 
and the ability to see better from a distance and in the dark.  
 
Owl feathers are very soft, with fringes on the back edge and a downy base. This allows the owl to be 
nearly silent as it flies. Owls need their silence because they are ambush hunters. Unlike eagles and 
falcons which rely on extreme speed to catch their prey, owls fly low, slow, and silently. 
 
Barn Owls are a natural pest control for farmers. A Barn Owl can eat up to 1,000 mice per year. 
 
Owls can’t move their eyes. They need to turn their heads to see. Owls can turn their heads as much as 
270 degrees in either directions. We humans can turn our heads about 90 degrees to the left or right. 
Part of owl’s neck dexterity comes from having 14 neck vertebrae. Humans have only seven. 
 
An owl’s sharp beaks and talons allow it to kill its prey and swallow it whole, unless it is too big, then 
they can tear it into pieces. Owls regurgitate the parts of prey that they can’t digest as “owl pellets.” 
These parts include bones, scales, and fur. Scientists (and students) can study what an owl eats by 
dissecting the owl pellet. Owls are carnivores, eating rodents, insects, frogs, and birds. 
 
Most owls don’t build nests. They lay their eggs in the crook of a tree or in a hole. 
 
Owls are generally solitary creatures. However, a group of owls is called a parliament. This originates 
from C S Lewis’ description of a meeting of owls in The Chronicles of Narnia. 
 
Some Owl books available at the Pleasant Grove Library are “Owls” by Laura Marsh; “Owls” by Diane 
Swanson, “Snowy Owls: Stealthy Hunting Birds” by Rebecca Hirsch. “The Guardians of Ga’Hoole” is a 
juvenile fantasy fiction series based on a group of owls.  
 
“Owls in the Family” by Farley Mowat is a classic juvenile fiction about two pet owls, Wol and Weeps 
turn a family—and a neighborhood—upside down. A fun read-aloud, it can be found online. 
 
 
 


